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Message from the Principal
It has been a short time back at college but a
welcome one for all of us. Young people thrive
on routines and learning new things every day
and a school setting provides them with just
this.
Last week marked the anniversary of the first
national Lockdown with students reflecting
on positives to come out of this year and their
hopes for the future. Although we know it has
been a difficult year for everyone, it has been
heartening to read the messages from the
students expressing their gratitude to family,
friends and teachers. It is right that young
people should be able to look forward to
the future and as educators we passionately
believe in the importance of educating
our young people to ensure they are well
equipped for whatever challenges they face
going forward.
Have a lovely break, enjoy the sunshine
while it lasts and we look forward to seeing
everyone back in college refreshed and ready
to apply themselves to the lessons of the
summer term.
Take care,
Ms Dohel
Principal

Lockdown Flowers have been created by students to display in their
classroom

NOTICES

Easter Revision/College Opening
The college will only open for Easter revision and we will not be running provision for vulnerable students
and children of critical workers. Students in Year 11 and 13 have been notified by their teachers of the
revision sessions taking place.
Testing at Home Throughout the Easter Holidays
We thank all the families, students and staff who have engaged in the asymptomatic testing programme
on the return to college. We are pleased to report no positive tests to date and the testing has enabled the
college to reopen with confidence.
It is vital to keep testing at home throughout the Easter holidays and into the summer term and we ask all
families to:

•

continue to test twice weekly over the Easter holidays

•

report positive Covid test results at this email address collegeclosure@ernestbevin.london. This
information is critical in helping us to get in touch with close contacts of anyone who tests positive

•

test before returning to school or college for the summer term, either the night before, or morning
of, the first day back, to find and isolate any positive cases before we all come back together

Families do not need to inform us about negative test results, though we do encourage everyone to log
these with the NHS. Any positive cases must be reported to the college and the Government’s isolation
guidance followed. You are also advised to book a confirmatory PCR test either online or by calling 119
within 2 days.
Staff, students and pupils who had a positive LFD test result, and their close contacts and other members
of their household, should self-isolate immediately in line with NHS Test and Trace guidance and while
awaiting the PCR result. If the PCR test is negative, it overrides the LFD test and normal activities can be
resumed.
If you need more test kits please get in touch via MyED and these will be sent home with students. Those
over 16 can self-consent and collect kits themselves from Mrs Dobinson or Mr Sullivan.
Families and households can also access home test kits for adults.
Test and Trace Support Payment for Parents
Parents and carers of children who have been advised to self-isolate by their education setting or by NHS
Test and Trace are now able to apply for a Test and Trace Support Payment or discretionary payment of
£500, if they meet the eligibility criteria. The extension of the Test and Trace Support Payment scheme,
which is administered by district and unitary local authorities in England, ensures that parents receive the
financial support they need if they are unable to attend work due to childcare responsibilities.
Water Bottles
Now that the weather is getting warmer we request that students bring a full reusable water bottle with
them each day. Access to water is limited as the fountains need to remain turned off to comply with current
Covid-19 guidance.
Ramadan
We are aware that Ramadan will begin during the holidays and that some students will choose to fast as
part of their religious observance. At the beginning of next term staff will be aware and respectful, but
families should note that normal lessons and work will continue. Expectations of students remain high. We
ask that families inform us of the day that they intend celebrating Eid via a message on MyED.
Year 8 Parents’ Evening - Thursday 22nd April
Year 8 Parents’ Evening will take place on Thursday 22nd April virtually. Parents of students in Year 8 will
receive a link over the Easter break to book appointments with their son’s teachers. We are using an online
platform called SchoolCloud and details will be sent on how to make appointments with the link.
Free School Meals over Easter Holidays
Wandsworth Council are sending out vouchers to families entitled to Free School Meals to cover the Easter
break. If families have any difficulties accessing their vouchers during the holidays contact Pedro Peixoto
via email Pedro.Peixoto@RichmondandWandsworth.gov.uk

CCF Saturday Training
The Royal Marines Cadets have
started running a Saturday School
each month, with training taking
place in the college as Covid
restrictions prevent trips outside
college at the moment. On
Saturday 27th March, 22 cadets
took part in training to improve
their team working skills, working
through a series of lessons and
practical activities. They also
cooked their own food using Royal
Marines’ ration packs. Further
Saturday Schools will take place
in April and May with the first trip
taking place in June if the rules on
trips have relaxed by then.

NEWS

Year 12 cadets Michael Flaszynski and Ali Aliraza were both promoted to the rank of Cadet Sergeant,
recognising their expertise, hard work and commitment to the contingent. Both of them help the adult
instructors to plan the activity programme and also deliver various aspects of the training.
In May, Year 8 students will be able to apply to join the cadets. They will then be invited to attend a
‘selection phase’ in June meaning that by the time the term ends in July, they will know whether they
have won a place in the cadets. They will then start training from September onwards, receiving their
issue of uniform in the first few weeks of the term. Students who are interested should look out for more
information next term.
Mr Riches
School Staff Instructor
Science Experiments
The Science Department is delighted to be conducting experiments in class again. Year 7 classes have been
making slime and testing the pH (acidity/alkalinity) of different liquids

Year 7 students make slime balls in Science class

REGULAR REMINDERS
Communication with college via MYEd
A reminder that the college uses the ‘MyEd’ app, to keep in touch with families and keep
you updated on your student’s progress. Please check messages regularly as the system will
stop sending messages to numbers that have not opened three consecutive messages. If you
think this has happened to you, please log out of My Ed and log back into it on your phone to
reactivate the link.

Times of the College Day
A reminder for parents of the staggered times of the college day in order to keep the year groups in their
separate bubbles.

Wellbeing Resources for parents and families
There are a number of resources available which may be of help for parents and children (click on the links
below). If you have any concerns please do contact the college.
Mental Health Support
BBC Bitesize Parent Toolkit
Stem 4
Childline
The Mix
Kooth

Free School Meals
Please email schooloffice@ernestbevin.london if your circumstances have changed and you would like to
apply for free school meals.
The form is on the website and can be access by clicking this link
Free School Meal Application Form

