EBCBULLETIN
5th March 2021

Message from the Principal
We are looking forward to welcoming students back into college next week. It has been good to see so
many over the last few days as they have come in to take part in Lateral Flow Testing. I would strongly
encourage all families to consent to their child(ren) to be tested in order to keep the whole community safe
by picking up asymptomatic cases and stopping transmission within the college.
I am sure that students will also be looking forward to coming back into college to see their friends and
teachers, although we recognise that there may be some apprehension around returning to school. I would
like to reassure families that we are taking every possible precaution in line with government guidance. Our
desire is to deliver a broad and balanced curriculum and ensure we remain open so our young people can
have a face-to-face education. To do this successfully we need everyone coming into college to follow the
guidelines we have put in place.
Whilst the majority of teachers and students have been working from home, the Premises Team have used
the time to redecorate and carry out a number of repairs and upgrades around the college site. The work to
repair the hall roof has been completed and the scaffolding has been removed which means it is easier to
access the ‘huts’. Classrooms, corridors, changing rooms and the main office have been painted. New Fire
Doors have been installed around the college and cracked panes of glass have been replaced. Repairs have
also been carried out to the boys’ and staff toilets.
I am very grateful to the Premises team and all the staff who have been on site throughout Lockdown including the administration team and those running the skeleton school for children of critical workers and
those that are vulnerable. The Network Team have also been extremely busy helping everyone to get online
and ensuring that both teachers can deliver lessons and students can
access them from home.
Take care,
Ms T Dohel
Principal

The Premises team have been busy repairing and redecorating and the hall has become a
temporary Covid testing station

NOTICES

REOPENING UPDATE
From Monday the 8th March we will revert to the staggered times of the day for the different year groups
that we used during the Autumn term. This is to keep the ‘bubbles’ of different year groups apart at break
and lunch time and keep the communal areas of the school less crowded, to try to reduce the opportunity
for transmission of coronavirus. See timetable below
Timetable

Year 7

arrive from 8.30
TG
8.45

Study Area
entrance

1
8.55
2
9.50
break 10.45
3
11.00
4
11.55
lunch 12.50
5
13.20
leave 14.15
New huts
6th form centre

Year 8

arrive from 8.30
TG
8.45

1
8.55
2
9.50
3
10.45
break 11.40
4
11.55
5
12.50
lunch 13.45
leave 14.15
3rd floor
east staris

Year 9

arrive from 8.30
TG
8.45

1
break
2
3
lunch
4
5
leave

8.55
9.50
10.05
11.00
11.55
12.25
13.20
14.15

science block/old huts

fire doors

Year 10

arrive from 8.45
TG
9.00

1
9.10
2
10.05
break 11.00
3
11.15
lunch 12.10
4
12.40
5
13.35
leave 14.30
science block
fire doors

entrance via

sports hall

room 9

gym corridor

courtyard, canteen

exit

back gate

pupil entrance

bike shed gate

back gate

exit via

playground

canteen

Year 11

arrive from 8.45
TG
9.00

1
9.10
break 10.05
2
10.20
3
11.15
4
12.10
lunch 13.05
5
13.35
leave 14.30
2nd floor
east stairs

6th Form

arrive from 9.00
TG
9.15

1
2
break
3
4
leave

9.25
10.20
11.15
11.30
12.25
13.20

6th form centre
courtyard, foyer stairs

east stairs

6th form centre

playground

1. Remote Lessons
Online learning will continue next week until students come back into college and students are expected to
log on and complete any work set. There will be a shift in emphasis from live lessons to recorded lessons/
assignments /work set on Canvas. Years 10, 12 & 13 are back in college from Monday so this does not affect
students in these year groups. But students in Years 7& 11 need to log in on Monday. Students in Year 8
need to continue with remote learning on Monday and Tuesday. Those in Year 9 should continue to log in
and complete work set on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday.
2. Rooms
To reduce movement around the school we have moved the Year 8 study area to the third floor and put the
Year 10s in the Science block. This has also involved moving some Year 9 classes. Students will be directed
to these rooms on their arrival at college.
3. Testing of students
It has been good to see so many students coming in over the last few days to take part in the Lateral Flow
Testing. Students in Years 8 & 9 have been sent times to come in for testing on 8th &9th March.
•
•
•

For those who missed the original consent form but would like their son/daughter to be tested, please
complete the form that was sent via MYEd on Wednesday 3rd March. This form can also be downloaded from the college website.
We will offer students 3 tests on-site, 3 to 5 days apart (min 3 days), upon their return. Students will
be collected from lessons for testing.
Once students have completed 3 tests, they will be given home testing kits so they can continue to test
themselves twice a week at home. It is important that students are initially supervised whilst swabbing
to make sure they are doing it correctly.

4. Coronavirus symptoms
Do not send your child to school if they have coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms, or have tested positive in
the last 10 days or if another household member develops coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms.
In both these circumstances you should call the school to inform us of this and acknowledge that you will
be following the national Stay at Home guidance.

If a student develops coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms in school:
Individuals
• The student/member of staff will be isolated until they go home.
• They should be tested as soon as possible and let the school know the outcome.
• The school will contact the local health team to discuss next steps.
Class, bubbles or whole school.
• Where a class or a bubble need to self-isolate, or there is a local lockdown requiring students to remain
at home, we will offer remote education.
5. Laptop return
We will be asking students to bring back loaned laptops to the college on their return. Students should
bring devices (including sleeves and cables) to the library where the network team will check them for
damage and sign them back in.
PUBLIC EXAMS UPDATE

A Level Results Day
Tuesday 10th August 2021

GCSE Results Day
Thursday 12th August 2021

How GCSE and A Level grades will be determined in summer 2021
•

Traditionally March to May is a time when Year11 and Year 13 students are expected to work harder
than ever. That has not changed!
• The college will determine grades for students based on a broad range of evidence, which will include
work and assessments already undertaken throughout your courses, and some more assessments to
come.
• You will be assessed only on the course content that has been delivered to you by your teachers to determine the grade you will be given.
• Exam boards will provide support to the college for internal quality assurance by teachers, heads of
subjects and the senior leadership team, to make sure the judgments are not unduly harsh or lenient.
Exams boards will sample the evidence used by schools to make their judgements.
• Grades must be with the exam board by the Friday June 18th deadline, but assessments will be completed well in advance of this date to allow for marking, moderation and internal quality assurance.
• Overall it will not be easier or harder to achieve a particular grade this year compared to previous
years.
• We are waiting for more information from the exam boards and we will share this with you when we
hear
Children who are Clinically Extremely Vulnerable
We have received the following guidance from the Director of Public Health Wandsworth
Although schools have been putting in safety measures to reduce transmission through social distancing,
enhanced cleaning and good hygiene, coming into contact with the virus could place children who are
clinically extremely vulnerable at a very high risk of serious illness.
In order to continue to protect these children from potential exposure to coronavirus we strongly advise
you to continue to shield your child until the guidance changes or you are advised by your doctor or
medical professional that they are safe to return to school.
This particular guidance is found within the Schools Coronavirus (COVID-19) Operational Guidance,
released in February this year. Further guidance for parents can be found here, please look at the
section on self-isolating and shielding.

“The advice for pupils who have been confirmed as clinically extremely vulnerable is to shield and stay at
home as much as possible until further notice. They are advised not to attend school while shielding advice
applies nationally”.
To read the full letter click here
Return to college
We are looking forward to seeing everyone back in college. Here’s a reminder of the timetable for the
return next week. Students should continue to log in to online lessons until their return date.
Return to College timetable

Uniform
• College uniform must be worn smartly by students in years 7 to 11. Please ensure that your son is in the
best possible uniform and is fully equipped for the day at College.
• Please get in touch with your son’s Head of Year if you have a uniform query.
• We will be loaning uniform to students if they have arrived at school and are not in full uniform.
• However, students in year 7 and 10 are permitted to wear their college PE or Games kit to and from
college and in all classes on their activity days. Year 11 will have an alternative programme on Fridays.
(see table below)

Students in years 12 and 13 must wear suitable clothing in line with the expectations and have their ID card
worn on a lanyard at all times when on the premises.

REGULAR REMINDERS
Communication with college via MYEd
A reminder that the college uses the ‘MyEd’ app, to keep in touch with families and keep
you updated on your student’s progress. Please check messages regularly as the system
will stop sending messages to numbers that have not opened three consecutive messages.
If you think this has happened to you, please log out of My Ed and log back into it on your
phone to reactivate the link.

Uniform reminder
We remind families that all students are expected to wear their full uniform including suitable shoes. Please
check the college website to remind yourself of the correct school uniform by clicking EBC Uniform. The
uniform supplier Hewitts of Croydon are taking online orders but warn that it may take longer to process
than normal so please order items in advance. Plain black shoes, trousers, jumpers and white shirts can be
purchased from other retailers including click and collect. If parents are experiencing difficulty in sourcing
items, please email collegeclosure@ernestbevin.london as the college does hold a limited number of items
and can help families experiencing financial difficulty with uniform items.
Wellbeing Resources for parents and families
We know some students may be anxious about returning to college next week. There are a number of
resources available which may be of help for parents and children (click on the links below). If you have any
concerns please do contact the college.
Mental Health Support
BBC Bitesize Parent Toolkit
Stem 4
Childline
The Mix
Kooth

Free School Meals
Please email schooloffice@ernestbevin.london if your circumstances have changed and you would like to
apply for free school meals.
The form is on the website and can be access by clicking this link
Free School Meal Application Form
Term-Time Holidays
A reminder that under current UK COVID-19 restrictions, you must not leave home or travel, including
internationally, unless you have a legally permitted reason to do so. We know that most people are not
thinking of taking holidays at this time but we have, however, had cases of families travelling abroad.
Permission for term time holidays can be sought by using the Term-Time Absence Request form found on
the college website.

