EBCBULLETIN
EBC
BULLETIN
12th February 2021

Message from the Principal
I would like to send out a heartfelt thank you to all our families who have worked with the college and
ensured that our students - your children - remain engaged with remote learning. Working together, in a
partnership, has never been more important. So, thank you.
Please do encourage your children to have a restful half term. This means a greatly reduced amount of
screen time! There are some healthy things to get involved in and some kind gestures that can be made
such as getting fresh air, reading a book, taking up a new (safe) hobby or preparing a meal for the family.
Good luck!
FEBS Meet the Principal Event
I was delighted to meet many parents on Monday at the virtual event organised by FEBS. I was very grateful
for the many messages of support and hope I was able to answer the questions that arose. These included
questions around our plans to catch up children on their return to school, particularly practical work, the
mental health and wellbeing of students, whilst working remotely and particularly on their return, specific
support for students with SEN and students who need support in lockdown and exams – not just what is
going to happen for Year 11 and 13 but also about how Year 10 will catch up. As discussed
during the evening, we are eagerly awaiting guidance from the Government on when we can reopen and
the plans for catch up and exams. We will let you know as soon as the college is informed.
I hope you and your families continue to keep safe,
Take care,
Ms T Dohel
Principal

College remains open with students joining lessons remotely and doing some practical subjects using Art and DT. We have all seen
real extremes of the weather from brilliant sunshine to snow.

NOTICES
COVID-19 Tests
A reminder for students who have been attending college in person, if they test positive for Covid-19 during
the half term holiday, the college must be informed. Please email collegeclosure@ernestbevin.london so
that contact tracing can be carried out.
We also invite our families to watch the following video regarding vaccinations. We are aware there are
many misleading and incorrect claims about the vaccinations and this video gives us the true facts.
First Day back after half term (Monday 22nd February)
We hope everyone has a restful half term and are looking forward to seeing all students ready to learn on
Monday 22nd February. Lessons will continue remotely and all students should register or attend assembly
online from 9-9.15am. Period 1 lessons on Monday 22nd February will be set in advance and teachers will
not be conducting live lessons during this period in order to allow all staff to attend a staff meeting. Lessons
will continue online from period 2 as before half term.
Skeleton School late start Monday 22nd February
As the staff are involved in a meeting during period 1 on the first day back after the half term holidays, we
ask that students who are attending the college arrive later, at 9.55am, ready to start lessons period 2. This
applies to children of critical workers and those that have been attending college by invitation.
Year 9 Parents’ Evening
We will be using SchoolCloud to offer Year 9 Parents’ Evening remotely on Thursday 25th February
3-5.30pm. Parents of Year 9 students will be sent a link during half term and they will be able to book
appointments to talk to their son’s teachers. Each appointment lasts for 5 minutes and parents should be
aware that the system will cut off after the allocated time, so they are advised to ask any questions at the
beginning of the time slot. Further information will be sent home to Year 9 students regarding the options
process after half term, but Parents’ Evening is a good opportunity for students to begin to think about the
subjects they would like to choose going into Year 10 and 11.
Engagement with Home Learning (EHL)
The EHL score continues to be sent home on Friday to give an indication of whether a student is
participating in all their lessons. Teachers are taking registers in every lesson to monitor student
attendance. The college understands that sometimes a student will miss a lesson through no fault of their
own such as a problem with the internet connection.
A report will be sent home on a Friday via Canvas so you will need either your own or your child’s Canvas
login. Students are scored from 1-5 based on their engagement in home learning for the week. You can see
your child’s scores from his subjects by clicking on ‘Grades’ on the left-hand menu bar in Canvas.
1
2
3
4
5

Exemplary - Actively participates in lessons, completes all assignments and Homework to an
exemplary standard
Good - Actively participates in lessons, completes all assignments and Homework
Room for Improvement - Participates in lessons regularly, attempts some assignments and
Homework
Poor - Does not regularly attend lessons and fails to complete assignments
Cause for concern - Does not attend lessons

To summarise, ask your child to show you their Canvas Grades every Friday and look for EHL numbers
1-5 per subject 1 being the highest score and 5 being ‘cause for concern’.

Uniform reminder
We remind families that once college reopens, all students will be expected to wear their full uniform
including suitable shoes. Please check the college website to remind yourself of the correct school
uniform by clicking EBC Uniform. The uniform supplier Hewitts of Croydon are taking online orders but
warn that it may take longer to process than normal so please order items in advance. Plain black shoes,
trousers, jumpers and white shirts can be purchased from other retailers using click and collect. If parents
experience difficulty in sourcing items, please email collegeclosure@ernestbevin.london as the college
does hold a limited number of items and can help families experiencing financial difficulty with uniform
items.
Equality Task Force
The college has set up an Equality Task Force led by Mr Clarke to look at ways to ensure the college
practices equality and the curriculum reflects the background of our students. We have recently found out
that King’s College, London will be using our findings in its advocacy group. Mr Clarke has also been invited
to speak at 7pm on March 1st at University of Chester’s Diversity Festival. Register for the event via
Eventbrite LINK
FEBS Competition ‘Express Yourself’
A reminder that the FEBS competition is still open to entries, on the theme ‘Express yourself’. Entries can
be submitted on Canvas and the deadline is Monday 22nd February. We have already received some very
creative entries but would encourage students to write a poem, create a picture or take a photo that fits
the brief and uploads their entry over the holiday. FEBS have some very generous prizes on offer.
English Short Story Competition Reminder
The English Department invite you to write a short story (no more than 500 words) inspired by the photo
below of the Ernest Bevin playground – abandoned during the COVID pandemic – and using the title
“Kenopsia”.
Submit your story to your English teacher via a Canvas message by Friday 26th February. Alternatively,
send your entry via Canvas to Mr Taylor, Ms Lewis or Mr Roy.
The winner from each Year Group will receive a £20 Amazon voucher. There will also be runner-up prizes
available.

Kenopsia
n. the eerie, forlorn atmosphere of a place that’s usually bustling with people but is now abandoned
and quiet—a school hallway in the evening, an unlit office on a weekend, vacant fairgrounds—an
emotional afterimage that makes it seem not just empty but hyper-empty, with a total population in
the negative, who are so conspicuously absent they glow like neon signs.

Mental Health Week Update
A big thank to those parents, students and staff who
took time during Children’s Mental Health Week to talk
with their child about the Positive Mental Health Toolkit
and the importance of us all having ways in our lives to
express ourselves.

Tool 1 – Self Efficacy, the belief that we can make a difference and have strengths and skills that we
can draw on when presented with challenge.
High self efficacy brings, feelings of confidence, resilience, encourages us to perceive failure as
opportunities to try again, to acquire new skills, have new experiences and to keep putting in effort to
succeed.
Here are some tips for building self efficacy:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Encourage your child to set clear and simple goals (this could be related to EHL grades
or other simple personal goals).
Encourage them to do the things they enjoy and challenge them to do new things.
Encourage them to take time to reflect on feedback and not to see it as criticism.
Encourage them to regularly keep a What Went Well Journal to help them to reflect
and grow.

Tool 2 – Hope. Psychologists say a person has hope when they believe that they can find ways to
achieve their goals or to motivate themselves to try.
Remaining hopeful during the pandemic is much harder but we must encourage hope by focusing on the
aspects of our lives that we do have control of and where we can set future goals.
Here are some tips for building Hope:
1.
2.
3.

Speak to your child about and encourage them to imagine their best possible future.
Work with them to investigate and plan their future path.
Use questioning when they get stuck to support hope i.e. What do you think is the next best
thing to do? Or When have you overcome something like this before?

If you are worried about your son/daughter is coping during the lockdown do not hesitate to contact me at
the college or they can access confidential online counselling free via Kooth.
Mr McCarthy, Vulnerable Pupil Lead
Support for parents during Lockdown
Wandsworth Young People’s Wellbeing Service are offering a 45min workshop for parents on Supporting
your Teenager with Lockdown Challenges on 24th Feb at 6pm. To access the link email wandsworthWP@
swlstg.nhs.uk
They are also providing sleep consultations to families where lockdown is impacting on teenage sleep
routines. Contact nmccarthy@ernestbevin.london for more details.
Bereavement
We are aware that many families in the Ernest Bevin Community have lost loved ones during the pandemic.
We offer our condolences and on our website we share guidance and signpost families to bereavement
support.

REGULAR REMINDERS
Communication with college via MYEd
A reminder that the college uses the ‘MyEd’ app, to keep in touch with families and keep
you updated on your student’s progress. Please check messages regularly as the system will
stop sending messages to numbers that have not opened three consecutive messages. If you
think this has happened to you, please log out of My Ed and log back into it on your phone to
reactivate the link.

Remote Learning
Please ensure your child is accessing all learning via ‘Canvas’ every day rather than going directly to
Microsoft Teams. All lesson links, lesson resources, registration, assemblies, announcements and
submission of work should be accessed through Canvas.
Students have received a tutorial on how to access Canvas during tutor time and this tutorial is available on
our website to support parents at home.
If your child is having issues accessing Canvas or any other technical issues, please contact the tech team
via the ‘Live Chat’ feature on our website.
Online safety

Safer Internet Day 2021 took place this week and it is a good time to remind students and parents of some
of the resources that are available to keep young people safe online. Although Canvas, GCSE Pod, My Maths
are all licensed for schools and are therefore safe, social media and any site that encourages interaction can
leave your child at risk.
Please also bear in mind when children and young people are playing computer games they are often
online, and therefore just as vulnerable to manipulation and exploitation as they might be on social media.
As far as possible parents should monitor what children and young people are doing online. This should
certainly involve talking to children about what they are planning to use or have used the internet for that
day. It might also involve setting parental controls, checking browser histories, Snapchat and Instagram
stories or posts and so on.
If you are worried that your son or daughter is being exploited, groomed or otherwise manipulated online,
thinkuknow.co.uk has a red Report Abuse link on the homepage which will take you to the CEOPS website.
If you are worried about posts on social media websites, Safer Internet provides information on all major
social media sites and their safety features (including how to apply to have posts removed). You can also
email the school safeguarding address: dsl@ernestbevin.london.

We have shared this poster with students on Canvas:

Free School Meals
Please email schooloffice@ernestbevin.london if your circumstances have changed and you would like to
apply for free school meals.
The form is on the website and can be access by clicking this link
Free School Meal Application Form
Children of Critical Workers and Vulnerable children
College remains open for children who fall into these categories. Please email collegeclosure@ernestbevin.
london if you would like to apply for a place for your child(ren)
Term-Time Holidays
A reminder that under current UK COVID-19 restrictions, you must not leave home or travel, including
internationally, unless you have a legally permitted reason to do so. We know that most people are not
thinking of taking holidays at this time but we have, however, had cases of families travelling abroad.
Permission for term time holidays can be sought by using the Term-Time Absence Request form found on
the college website.
We must remind you that students are expected to engage with the remote learning during term-time
unless there is a bone fide reason for not doing so - such as illness.
Student Support

Times of the College Day				
Home Learning
Morning Registration
Period 1
Period 2
Break
Period 3
Period 4
Lunch
Period 5

Times of the College Day
9.00 to 9.15am
9.15 to 10.10am
10.10 to 11.05am
11.05 to 11.20am
11.20 to 12.15pm
12.15 to 1.10pm
1.10 to 1.40pm
1.40 to 2.35pm

Year
Year 7
Year 8
Year 9
Year 10
Year 11
Sixth Form

Head of Year
Mr W. Lee
Mr A. Simeone
Mr A. Razaq
Mr C. Wiseman
Ms A. O’Leary
Ms J. Young
Mr T. Kay

• If you have general queries then please contact your child’s Head of Year via MYED.
• If you have queries specifically about IT, e.g. passwords, logging on etc. please use the helpdesk on the
college website: ernestbevin.london
• If you have queries about not being able to access IT as you do not have the equipment please contact
collegeclosure@ernestbevin.london
Art Stars of the Week
Some more fantastic work has been coming in to the Art Department from students in all years across the
college. It is good to see students are finding time to be so creative.

Malaki 7PCB

Adam 8MW

Anoch 8FS

Mohammad 9GS
Kassidy 8RMP

Yusha 10MAS

Card model Design and Technology challenge
As part of the Design Technology curriculum, Year 7 were tasked with the design and creation of a model
chair using card sourced from around their homes. I am sure that you will agree that the results are
fantastic! Well done to Wiktor 7PCB, Malakai 7PCB, Thasan 7PCB and Adam 7PCB.

