EBCBULLETIN
10th November 2020

Masks
Thank you to all the families who have sent students in with a mask. The landscape has clearly changed since
we reopened in September and it is now necessary to increase the precautions we take. The simple wearing
of masks in common areas will reduce the risk of transmission of the virus.
The numbers of students who arrived without an adequate face covering was small last Monday and down
to a tiny handful by Friday. We cannot allow students to walk around the college unless they comply with
this rule, this is for everyone’s safety. Families are contacted and asked to bring in a suitable face covering,
should a student be without one. Please provide your child/children with more than one mask as they seem
to be breaking frequently. One to wear and one as a spare. They should also bring a clear plastic bag to store
it in when they are not wearing it in lessons.
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We expect masks to be worn in all indoor and
covered common areas, except whilst actually
eating in the canteen. Masks do not need to be worn
in the playground or inside classrooms, in general but
students and staff can wear them if they feel more
comfortable doing so and in some cases, for example
where students are moving around the teacher may
ask students to wear their masks in lessons. There
may also be situations where students are asked to
remove masks in the class, for example during
discussions.

Covid Risks
We have worked hard to plan a timetable to allow all students close to complete access to the curriculum
whilst minimising risk of transmission of the virus, for example by keeping students in bubbles, minimising
movement, increased hygiene, staggered timings and high levels of supervision. This does of course also
require full cooperation from students, beyond simply wearing masks. It is vitally important that students
keep their hands off each other, don’t share items, sit in the correct seat in class and cooperate with our
expectations and instructions.
Mentor Meetings
The next round of mentor meetings take place this week (9th November). This has been a successful support
mechanism for students, especially as the restricted timetable curtails the amount of time students spend
with their form tutors.
The library
This is a reminder to families that students are welcome in the library on their bubble days. Please do
encourage students to attend and use the library facilities to support homework and independent work. 2.30
to 5pm.
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Remote Learning
We were pleased that the government made it clear that the policy is to keep schools open despite the
wider lockdown. We have had only a very small number of students who have either contracted Covid or
have had to self-isolate, so it has been as close to business as usual for the college (with all the restrictions
to the way we work). However we must plan for wider disruption in the coming months, and a
contingency plan is in place should we have to partially or completely close the college. This will of course
involve remote learning. It will be useful if families could prepare for this. Please check your son or
daughter is able to access Canvas (our remote learning platform – where homework is currently set), has
their Office 365 account details (essential for live lessons on Teams) and has a space to work at home.
Contact
Can families please also ensure that MYEd is downloaded and
operational and that the college holds a minimum of 3 up to date
contact numbers so that we can get in touch with at least one
parent/carer if needed at all times.

Parents’ evenings
We are clearly not going to be able to run parents evenings in their usual format for the foreseeable future.
What we plan to do is to run a presentation through Canvas after each report is sent out, explaining the
report and how families can support progress. There will then be an opportunity to schedule a ‘surgery’
with a member of the relevant pastoral team to discuss individual students with their families.
Allergies
We do have a number of students who have severe allergies, especially to nuts. We do ask that students do
not brings nuts to college as part of their packed lunch or otherwise.
Remembrance Day
We will mark the sacrifice of victims of war on Wednesday 11th November with a 2 minute silence. There
will be assemblies on the theme of soldiers and service people from the Commonwealth and other
countries who have contributed and in many cases laid down their lives to protect the freedoms we enjoy
in the UK. The college CCF will of course be at the heart of these activities. Students and staff are
encouraged to wear poppies.

Sixth Form recruitment
A reminder that interviews for the Sixth Form will be
taking place with Year 11 students over the next few
weeks. More information about the courses and
opportunities available in the Sixth Form at
Ernest Bevin is available on the college website.
The majority of Year 11 students chose to stay on to
Sixth Form and do very well with us. This year over 120
of our Year 13 leavers accepted places at some of the
best universities and we are seeing a steady increase
year on year of students starting apprenticeships with
many top businesses. We strongly encourage every
student in Year 11 to apply for a place to join the Sixth
Form next year.
Year 11 & 13 Mock Exams
Year 11 Mock GCSE exams will start on Monday 23rd
November and will finish on Monday 1st December. Year
13 students will be sitting their mock exams during their
lessons on the same days. Please encourage your son/
daughter to prepare for these exams as if they were the
real exams.
The Year 11 exam timetable and resources for revision are
available on the college website
https://ernestbevin.london/index.php/academic/exams-2/
Year 11 during their Maths Mock Exam

Good luck Callum

Callum

Callum, a Green Tie who left Ernest Bevin this summer, has been accepted
on to the Royal Marines training programme. Callum who was one of the
first to join the Combined Cadet Force when it launched in 2017, has wanted to join the Royal Marines since watching a video when he was much
younger:
“The Royal Marines is the hardest to get into and everyone knows they are
the fittest and toughest of all the British Military. I wanted to join because of
the pride and teamwork of the Marines.”

Whilst he was a cadet, Callum had the opportunity to attend field trips and training camps and in particular
enjoyed the outdoors activities. He has enjoyed the adventure and trying things that other people do not
normally get to do.
Good luck Callum and we look forward to hearing he gets on.

Supporting Teenage Mental Health
STEM4, a local organisation supporting teenage mental health is holding a Parent Conference on the 12th
November to help parents understand mental health challenges in young people and the impact of
COVID-19. The virtual event is free to attend – please register via the following link in advance.
http://bit.ly/stem4parent

