Ernest Bevin College
We know that all parents are keen for their son to excel at Ernest
Bevin College and want to support them in any way they can. As
a school we are also clear that it is vital that parents take a strong
interest and show support for their son’s learning to ensure that he
can be as successful as possible. This brief guide is designed to give
you an overview of the different things you can do to help your son in
each of his subjects.

Top tips for supporting your son
1. Make sure he attends college every day and is on time for each
session.
2. Make sure he reads as often and as much as possible.
3. Keep a close eye on his planner and ensure homework is completed
on time and to a good standard.
4. Talk to him, ask him what he is learning and therefore engage him in
what he has learnt.
5. Limit access to computer games, TV etc. until he has completed his
homework.
6. Discuss your son’s targets and what he needs to do to achieve them.
7. Encourage him to read over his work after it is completed to secure his
learning, check spellings and where appropriate make improvements.
8. Check he is responding to teacher comments in his book (using a
different coloured pen.)
9. Ensure he stays on top of work using our online resources if off school
and then ask teachers what he has missed when he comes back.
10. Use the Curriculum Information Document to see what your son is
learning about and how he is being assessed.
11. For independent learning resources, log onto our Virtual Learning
Environment, Canvas via the website.

Subject specific advice

Art and
Design

Citizenship

Computing

Encourage your son to:
• Practise observation drawing and photography.
• Visit galleries and museums.
• Read critiques about the artist’s work. Broad sheet newspapers and gallery
sites have the best information.
• Youtube has some very good information videos about artists’ work.
• Research online art journals: Aesthetica, Art monthly, Booooom etc.
• Visit BBC Bitesize Art and design pages for documentaries:
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/subjects/z6f3cdm

• Students should read around the subjects – including newspapers, online
news websites and watching the news.
• Discuss openly with your son issues to do with current affairs, drugs, the law
and relationships with the police.
• Encourage your son to look at the local community and ways he can help to
change and improve the community.
• Text books
“This is Citizenship” and “PSHE Education” Text books – Hodder Education
“Your Money Matters” - Young Money
• The following websites are useful for PSHE/Citizenship and Finance:
http://www.bbc.com/bitesize
http://www.talktofrank.com
http://www.y-m.org.uk

• He should have access to a computer in order to complete set homework
• It would be helpful if he had access to Microsoft Office (Excel and Access)
otherwise an alternative will do (such as Open office)
• Download Python and Scratch applications to a computer for him to practise
key programming skills.
• Visit the following websites for further support and resources:
http://teach-ict.com/2016/ks3/ks3_home.html
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/levels/z4kw2hv
• Revision Guide. We do not use these books in class but your son may find it
useful as revision aids.
Compute-IT: Student’s Book 1 - Computing for KS3 ISBN-13: 978-1471801921
Compute-IT: Student’s Book 2 - Computing for KS3 ISBN-13: 978-1471801921
Compute-IT: Student’s Book 3 - Computing for KS3 ISBN-13: 978-1471801815

Subject specific advice

Design &
Technology

• Encourage and support your son to practise his drawing and design skills.
This could include practising and building up his confidence and ability to
draw in both 2-d and 3-d.
• Purchasing a drawing pad with either a square grid or isometric grid paper
will enable him to better practice those 3-d drawing techniques as well as
technical drawing i.e. orthographic projection.
• You can further support your son by visiting museums, art galleries
and other inspiring public buildings that have be recognised as having
architectural merit. Thinking about construction techniques, how things are
made and having a fine eye for details can really enhance the way your son
thinks about design.
• Encourage him to read weekly or monthly design magazines or subscribe
to online design apps that can keep your son up to date with new design
trends and technologies.
• Having and interest in Art and Science and understanding the origin,
cost and properties of materials will undoubtedly feed into his subject
knowledge in D&T.
• Making, decorating and construction skills can be enhanced further by
encouraging your son to get involved in some DIY or home improvement
projects. Using recycled materials to transform them into new upcycled
products is also a great way to fuel their creativity. Model making kits such
as ‘Lego’ and ‘Mechano’ is also a fun and creative. It will also promote
dexterity and fine motor skills.
• If you have a home computer, download ‘Google Sketch-up’. This is a 3-d
model making package which is free and is used extensively throughout KS3
D&T projects.
• Below are some wonderful resources that can enhance subject knowledge
and inspire your child take be even more enthusiastic about D&T:

Subject specific advice

English

• The most important thing you can do to support your son in English is to
encourage his independent reading at home. Reading a wide range of texts
- novels, non-fiction, newspapers and magazines - will infinitely help your
son access the texts he studies at school and the exams he will take. Reading
little and often is paramount to ensure your son has the ability to sustain his
concentration over a period of time, build up his vocabulary and observe good
writing practices.
• Encourage him to always write more than he may initially be inclined to
complete. This will encourage your son to build determination when faced
with extended tasks that occur in timed conditions and will assist in his
transition from KS2 to KS3 and prepares him for his GCSE course expectations
in KS4.
• All good writers will review their work, often after the passage of time. This
is important for your son too. Redrafting and improving previous pieces is a
positive step towards improving your son’s understanding of English.
• When your son has research homework, it’s important he does not ‘cut and
paste’ the information. It must be written in his own words. Your son should
reference the sources of any work he has used in his research.
• Encourage your son to be creative in his writing; not just with stories,
but when interpreting texts, and in non-fiction responses. Developing his
ambition and pride towards his English work will encourage interesting and
independent thought that will not only improve the quality of his writing but
will also lead him towards a more creative approach for a variety of subjects.
• The English Department at Ernest Bevin College can recommend the following
websites as a way for you to support your child from home.
BBC Bitesize KS3 English https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/subjects/z3kw2hv
BBC Bitesize KS3 English Literature https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/subjects/zykdmp3
Paperless Teaching KS3 English Games, Puzzles and Quizzes https://
paperlessteaching.wordpress.com/2016/11/04/ks3-english-games-puzzlesand-quizzes/
Top Marks Educational Resources English Key Stage 3 https://www.topmarks.
co.uk/Search.aspx?Subject=9&AgeGroup=4
The English Department at Ernest Bevin College can recommend a selection
of revision guides should you wish to purchase one to assist your son more at
home.
New KS3 Complete Study and Practice by CGP Books.
KS3 English Practice Tests by CGP Books.
KS3 English Workbook (Includes Answers) by CGP Books.
AQA English Language Key Stage 3: Year 7 Test Workbook by Helen Backhouse.
AQA English Language Key Stage 3: Year 8 Test Workbook by Helen Backhouse.
AQA English Language Key Stage 3: Year 9 Test Workbook by Helen Backhouse.

Subject specific advice

Geography

History

Maths

• Watching the news, reading newspapers and being aware of current events
can really help increase his awareness of issues relating to physical and
human geography.
• Good websites:
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/subjects/zrw76sg
https://www.educationquizzes.com/ks3/geography/
http://www.geographyalltheway.com/ks3_geography.htm
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/
http://www.geography.learnontheinternet.co.uk/gcse/gcse.html
https://www.geography.org.uk/Resources-and-activities#2
• Revision notes are available on Canvas
• Recommended revision guide:
ISBN 978-1841463926 KS3 Geography Complete Study & Practice
(CGP KS3 Humanities)

• Useful websites:
BBC Bitesize. www.bbc.com/bitesize/subjects/zk26n39
Timelines TV: www.timelines.tv/
Spartacus Educational: https://spartacus-educational.com/
• Recommended revision guides
Edexcel GCSE History skills for Key Stage 3: Workbook 1 1066-1700
ISBN-10: 1510433457
Edexcel GCSE History skills for Key Stage 3: Workbook 2 1700-2000
ISBN-10: 1510433449
KS3 History Revision Guide (Collins KS3 Revision)
ISBN-10: 0007562888

• Ensure your son has a secure understanding of basic concepts such as times
tables and basic operations.
• Ensure he is regularly logging on to www.mathswatch.co.uk using the
details recorded in his planner, to complete any homework and to go over
topics that he has been studying in lessons.
• If he has no homework to do there are extra questions and revision
activities online at http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/
• KS3 Maths Study Guide - (CGP KS3 Maths)

Subject specific advice

MFL

PE

Drama

• A simple bilingual dictionary will be very useful for your son. These are
easily available through most book shops.
• Sharing the learning of the new vocabulary with your son should be a fun
activity and will make them feel much more positive about the difficulties
of learning a completely new language.
• Encourage your son to make flashcards to help him learn French or Spanish
vocabulary
• Help your child to think of similarities between French/Spanish and English
• Use picture clues to help your child revise new vocabulary
• Encourage him to teach you the language he has acquired in lessons or
explain interesting language facts or differences (e.g. place of adjectives in
French) as it’s free and very efficient.
• Encourage your son to go to the college library where there is an area that
has been stocked with French and reading material to develop independent
reading.
• Encourage the use of online resources
www.Linguascope.com (ask teacher for login details)
www.Kerboodle.com (ask teacher for login details)
www.bbc.com/bitesize/French
• Recommended revision guides
KS3 French All-in-One Revision and Practice (Collins KS3 Revision)
(RRP £7.59)
New Curriculum Practise & Learn: Spanish for Ages 9-11 with vocab CD-ROM (CGP KS2 Practise & Learn) (RRP £4.95)
• Parents should ensure their sons have the appropriate kit for their physical
education and games lessons: the Ernest Bevin College kit.
• If a pupil is unable to participate in a practical activity he should have a
letter from home explaining the reason and he will be expected to wear kit
and participate in one of the following roles; Umpire / referee, equipment
monitor and time keeper. If the problem persists for more than one week
he will need a letter from his doctor.
• Parents can help by ensuring that their son attends an extra-curricular
session at least once a week.
Parents are always welcome to attend any sporting occasion such as sports
days and school team fixtures.
Encourage your son to:
• Take a positive approach towards the benefits of Performing Arts
• Read plays (many are available from the department or from the school
library)
• See as many performances as possible, either in the theatre or online
• Take part in Drama club and the end of year school play to develop Drama
skills.
• Develop their understanding of a variety of skills by accessing BBC Bitesize
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/guides/zsf8wmn/revision/1

Subject specific advice

Music

Religious
Education

Science

Encourage your son to:
• Take a positive approach towards the benefits of Performing Arts
• Listen to and analyse different styles of Music performance. Take part in
extra-curricular activities such as KS3 band or choir to help develop their
Musical skills.
• Learn a musical instrument – the school offers free instrument lessons to
anyone interested.
• Develop their skills in composing and evaluating a variety of different styles
by accessing BBC Bitesize.
• https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/topics/z9mtvcw

• Ask him about what he is learning in R.E. Engage him in discussions on
questions of meaning, morality and belief.
• Watching the news, reading newspapers and being aware of current events
can really help increase his awareness of issues relating to religion and
human society.
• If your son has missed a lesson for any reason, remind him to collect catch
up work from his teacher
• Pupils should use their exercise books for revision for termly assessments
• Further resources for revision and independent learning can be found at
the following websites:
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/subjects/zh3rkqt
www.gcsepod.com/
To support your son’s learning in Science, we recommend the following:
• Regularly use our online resource Kerboodle to reinforce learning material.
• Encourage your son to read around the topic being taught.
• Talk to him about scientific ideas - there are many presented in the media.
• Encourage him to visit places of scientific interest - museums, field centres
etc.
• Encourage safe (!) experiments at home.
• Using a KS3 Science revision guide and workbook as learning aids. Any
publisher is suitable as long as it says KS3
• Here is list of some other useful websites which will also support learning:
BBC Bitesize KS3 Science: https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/subjects/zng4d2p
Education quizzes: https://www.educationquizzes.com/ks3/science/
Seneca: https://app.senecalearning.com/sign-up
School Science: http://www.schoolscience.co.uk/ages-11-to-14

Bevin believes in...
respect, opportunity, happiness, resilience, tolerance

